WFG National Title

Guarding your

Gateway

SAFE

Security Awareness For Everyone

Tip Sheet

Let’s chat about something you interact with daily but might not give much thought to: your
internet router. Think of it as the unsung hero of your tech arsenal, the silent guardian that stands
between you and the digital cosmos. But it’s not just any device—it’s your home’s digital gateway.

Keeping your internet router secure is crucial, not just important. Ready to boost your router’s
security game? Here are three easy-peasy steps to help fend off those pesky cyber threats and

keep your online surfing smooth and secure.

I. Say Goodbye to “End of Life” Routers
Just like us, routers have a lifespan. Manufacturers stop
updating or supporting them when they hit the big “EOL”
(End of Life). Using an EOL router is like having a rusty
old lock on your front door—you wouldn’t rely on that
for your physical security, right? So, don’t compromise on
your digital safety. If your router’s time has come, give it a
heartfelt goodbye and upgrade to a supported model

2. Change Those Default Passwords, Stat!
Ah, default passwords—the low-hanging fruit for hackers.
Many routers come with preset usernames and passwords
that are way too easy to guess.The first thing you should do
after unboxing your router? Change those defaults! Cook
up a strong, unique password—think at least |6 characters
with a mix of letters, numbers, and symbols.A top-notch
password is like a secret handshake into your digital house.
Bonus tip: Store this new password in a password manager
for hassle-free access.And hey, if your router supports
multi-factor authentication (MFA), turn that feature on to
double down on security.

3. Keep Your Router’s Software Fresh
Your router needs updates just like your smartphone or
computer. These updates fix bugs, enhance performance,
and patch up security loopholes. Keeping your router’s
software updated is like giving it a shield against the latest
cyber threats. Many modern routers offer auto-update
features, making it easier than ever to stay current. Enable
it, and you’ll automatically have the latest and safest
firmware—no fuss, no muss.

Remember, your router is not just a pathway to Netflix and
your favorite online haunts; it’s your first line of defense
against cyber nasties. Just like you lock your doors and
windows, make sure your digital portal is fortified, too.

It’s super easy to overlook our humble home routers, but
giving yours a little TLC can go a long way in protecting your
digital domain. Follow these handy tips, and your router will
indeed take great care of you!
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